Abstract. The herpetofauna of Anguilla, including Sombrero, which sits on its own island bank, includes three amphibians (all introduced), 13 or 14 lizards (two or three introduced, one extirpated, and two or three endemic), three snakes (two introduced), and six turtles (one introduced and one presumably native), including four sea turtles (mariners) known to occur at least occasionally in Anguillian waters. No negative effects of the introduced species have been documented, and two of them (Eleutherodactylus johnstonei and Anolis carolinensis) are largely restricted to artificial mesic areas, where they are unlikely to affect native fauna. Two of the three species with the greatest potential to cause harm (Rhinella marina and Pantherophis guttatus) are not known to breed in Anguilla. Iguana iguana poses a potential threat to native I. delicatissima through competition or hybridization. Of native species, I. delicatissima and the mariners are threatened primarily by habitat destruction and alteration tied to the growing human population and a burgeoning tourist industry. Populations of the endemic ground lizards, Ameiva corax and A. corvina, which are restricted to Little Scrub Island and Sombrero, respectively, and those of Sphaerodactylus sp. and Anolis gingivinus on Sombrero, appear to be stable, but might be vulnerable to stochastic events. Ground-dwelling species on Anguilla proper (Ameiva plei, Sphaerodactylus spp., Mabuya sp., and Alsophis rijgersmaei) are potentially vulnerable to introduced predators, such as the small Indian mongoose, which is prevalent on nearby St.-Martin/St. Maarten. Despite its relatively small size, homogenous topography, and relatively low diversity, Anguilla supports at least four terrestrial and four marine reptiles that are of global concern. Governmental and non-governmental entities have the knowledge and good intentions to legislate, implement, and enforce effective conservation efforts -but often lack the human and financial resources to do so. When complicated by some governmental agencies with firm commitments to development and a dearth of public lands, the result is at best a sporadic effort to support conservation.
Introduction
The nation of Anguilla (∼102 km 2 ) comprises the most northerly of the Leeward Islands. Located at 18
• 30 N, 63
• 50 W, Anguilla is subjected to the trade winds off the Atlantic Ocean. A wet season extends from June to November and coincides with the Atlantic hurricane season. Most of the annual rainfall of 900-1000 mm typically falls within a few days, occasionally resulting in flooding of low-lying areas. Intense rain is essentially unknown during the dry season, although sporadic light showers might occur (Howarth and Robins, 1988; Anonymous, 1993) . The Anguillian Archipelago is composed of Anguilla (90.7 km 2 ) and affiliated satellites that range in size from mere emergent rocks and South Wager (0.0004 km 2 ) to Dog Island (2.058 km 2 ) and Scrub Island (3.451 km 2 ). The nation of Anguilla also includes Sombrero (0.366 km 2 ), which sits on its own island bank 61 km NNW of the island of Anguilla. Episodes of volcanic activity created the cores of the present islands some 20 million years ago. During glacial periods, sea levels dropped and the islands emerged as dry land, with all but Sombrero contributing to the contiguous Anguilla Bank, which also includes St. Maarten/St.-Martin, St.-Barthélemy, and their satellites (Christman, 1953) . During interglacial periods, the islands that currently constitute Anguilla were submerged. Corals thrived in the shallow waters and eventually contributed to the surface layers of light-colored limestone rock that characterize the islands today.
Unlike many other Lesser Antillean islands, Anguilla lacks the higher elevations (maximum elevation 65 m) that force moisture-laden winds to rise and cool, which causes water to condense and fall as rain. Consequently, winds pass over Anguilla, resulting in an almost unvarying dry climate. Even when rain falls, porous karstic limestone (weathered coral) allows water to seep through rather than accumulate on the surface. As a result, surface waters are invariably saline and fresh water is restricted to a narrow layer of subterranean water that floats on the deeper salt water that permeates the island's core. This combination of low topography and permeable bedrock is responsible for the arid environment.
Native, drought-resistant forests must also withstand the ravages of periodic hurricanes. For example, although heavily damaged by hurricanes in 1995, 1996, and 1999, relatively intact remnants of dry forests remain in Katouche Valley and in the vicinity of the proposed Fountain Cavern National Park near Shoal Bay East. Nevertheless, Anguilla's forests have become severely deteriorated by ubiquitous goats, leaving degraded scrub forest, comprised primarily of acacias and mesquites, covering most of the island. Thus, a combination of natural and human-mediated forces affects Anguilla and its satellites, which tend to be smaller and lower -and even drier -than Anguilla proper.
Once the home of Arawak and Carib peoples, with the earliest dates of human occupation dating to 400-600 AD (Crock and Petersen, 2004) , Anguilla became an English colony after settlers arrived in 1650. The population, estimated in 2006 at ∼13,600 persons, is mainly of African descent. In 1967, Britain created a selfgoverning entity that encompassed Anguilla and the islands of St. Kitts and Nevis to the south. However, many Anguillians, arguing that they were not fairly represented by the St. Kitts-based administration, threw out the police force and declared their secession. British forces were sent and the Anguilla (Administrative) Order 1971
